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TAGS: ETRN 

SUBJ: EXTORTION LETTERS TO PAN AMERICAN AND TWA 
IN PARIS 

1. TODAY THE EMBASSY LEARNED THAT PAN AMERICAN IN 
PARIS RECEIVED AN UNSIGNED LETTER DEMANDING 8 
MILLION FRENCH FRANCS OR SUFFER DESTRUCTION OF SEV- 
ERAL OF THEIR AIRCRAET. ON MAY 16, 1974, TWA 
FRANCE RECEIVED A LETTER POST-MARKED PARIS WHICH IN- 
STRUCTED THEM TO CONTACT PAN AM TO AND TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN THE PAYMENT OF FUNDS OR SUFFER SIMILAR AIR- 
CRAET DESTRUCTION. THE SENDER OF THE PAN AM LETTER 
IDENTIFIES HIMSELF AS A MEMBER OF A MOVEMENT PRE- 
SENTLY SEEKING POLITICAL EREEDOM FOR HIS COUNTRY. 
THE LETTER REFERS TO MEMBERS OF THE MOVEMENT AS 
SOLDIERS WITH A STRONG RELIGION, WHO ARE READY TO 
DIE TO BLOW UP AMERICAN AIRCRAFT. REFERENCES TO 
THE METHOD OF DESTRUCTION STATE THAT IT IS A 
METHOD NOT PREVIOUSLY USED. THE LETTER CONTAINS 
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SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRANSEER OF MONEY. 
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WHILE A FEW ENGLISH PHRASES AND WORDS ARE USED, 

MOST OF THE TEXT IS IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE. 

2. PAN AM AND TWA HAVE TURNED OVER THE LETTERS 
TO THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES FOR INVESTIGATION. 

IRWIN 
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